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Jaroslav MYSIAK
Euro-Mediterranean Center 

on Climate Change
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In-person and online 
questions will be addressed 
after each session

Plenary sessions are 
livestreamed and recorded

The social dinner will be hosted 
at the festival location

LOGISTICS

A media corneris available 
for interviews during breaks

The group picture will be taken 
before the social dinner

Visit.brussels
Pw: bebrussels
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KEYNOTE



Harnessing Nature 
for Disaster Risk Reduction

Doug Mason



Opportunities to scale up:

ÁBuild confidence that NBS work

ÁLeverage economic, policy, and social 
incentives

ÁRemove barriers that remain



National Park Service
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For high-intensity hazards, 
hybrid infrastructure can 
be more effective at 
reducing risk

ÅHybrid infrastructure 
combines built and natural 
elements

ÅFor high-intensity hazards, 
hybrid infrastructure can be 
more effective than either 
conventional or natural 
infrastructure on their own
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When are 
NBS 
effective?
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Special consideration:

Lower income 
countries

ÁMassive 
infrastructure 
needs

ÁLess access to 
finance, 
information, 
and technical 
capacity

ÁNBS growing 
rapidly, but still 
a small fraction 
of the financing 
gap. 



Challenge 1:

Build  
confidence 
that NBS 
work

Engineering Standards  
and Guidelines

Performance data

Risk assessment & 
communication

accounting for the full spectrum  of events 
(not just the big ones) and communicating 
probability 

Brian Bledsoe, 
Institute for Resilient Infrastructure

Research
NbS a cost-effective approach to 
mitigating hazards


