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?

o
9

In-person and online
questions will be addressed
after each session

Plenary sessions are
livestreamed and recorded

A media corner is available
for interviews during breaks

2

\ll

The group picture will be taken

u before the social dinner

£ The social dinner will be hosted

at the festival location

4
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Harnessing Nature
for Disaster Risk Reduction

Doug Mason




Opportunities to scale up:
= Build confidence that NBS work

= | everage economic, policy, and social
Incentives

= Remove barriers that remain
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1allenge: scale u
More projects
Larger projects

* Much faster delivery

N
.




Infrastructure

"underlying structure”
that a country and

economy need to function

services

Stakeholder engagement >

uncertainty

Present Future

: . : - . 50 -80 vyears
financed — maintained —resilient - effective ( Y )
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.| For high-intensity hazards, Z‘w B - Hybrid infrastructure
yhybrid infrastructire can  # & = - LSRR REUTE]

: elements
' be more effective at

reducing risk

* For h?h-intensity hazards,
hybrid infrastructure can be
more effective than either
conventional or natural
Infrastructure on their own

* “Green where you can, grey
where you must”

Getty Images




When are
NBS

effective?

; 'Nature-Bosed Solu'nons

+ EVIDENCE FORHAZARD | " -
RISKREDUCTION AND -
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Scaling Up Implemantation and Acceler ig{. ing

| SCIENCE AND

© Hofl ) IDAITECHNOLOGY

POLICY INSTITUTE




Effects

ITIVE

Potential Pos

‘ ‘ Water
Hazard Risk Reduction

Nature Based Solutions Foods  Foods  Foods s  adeodor " TR QUR quaniy
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Special consideration:

| ower iIncome

countries

Massive
Infrastructure
needs

Less access to
finance,
Information,
and technical
capacity

NBS growing

rapidly, but still
a small fraction
of the financing

gap.

Growing resilience

Unlocking the potential of nature-based solutions for
climate resilience in sub-Saharan Africa

CATALOGUE OF NATURE-
BASED SOLUTIONS FOR
INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS

CONSERVATION 0 @ IFc
NTERNATIONAL
]

International
Finance Corporation
WORLD BANK GROUP



Challenge 1:

Build
confidence

that NBS
work

Engineering Standards
and Guidelines

Research

NbS a cost-effective approach to
mitigating hazards

{
b Science of The Total Environment
Volume 947, 15 October 2024, 174524

On the cost-effectiveness of Nature-based
Solutions for reducing disaster risk

Marta Vicarelli ®® ¢ & &, Karen Sudmeier-Rieux 9, Ali Alsadadi °, Aryen Shrestha ®,

Simon Schiitze T 9. Michael M. Kana ". Madeline Leue ". David Wasielewski . 1aroslav Mvsiak ® ©

Performance data

D k & NICHOLAS INSTITUTE
UKE \‘3 for ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT
& SUSTAINABILITY

- -
ning Horizon
90% Reliabiity to Flood Hazards Bl

Risk assessment & | (RS Hrics

- . 0% % % B & : | £
communication - Co o S
; '+ g S : ] Butdings
i y » Regutatory Floodplain :

accounting for the full spectrum of events
(not just the big ones) and communicating
probability

Brian Bledsoe,
Institute for Resilient Infrastructure




uantifving performance
Challenge 1: Q yingp

Engineers Insurers
Bu | ld Evidence of risk reduction Evidence of how NBS directly
performance relate to insured losses

confidence

Often missing: localized, up-to-date information on the
that N BS performance of investments in nature-based risk reduction

work

Remotely sensed Al / Machine Approaches that
data Learning make it simpler
to help decision

makers




Challenge 1:

Build
confidence

that NBS
work

Quantifying performance

Engineers Insurers
Evidence of risk reduction Evidence of how NBS directly

performance relate to insured losses

Often missing: localized, up-to-date information on the
performance of investments in nature-based risk reduction

Monitoring & Evaluation Partnerships



. AMERICAN SOCIETY®
Norming NBS ASCE NG

Challenge 2: Policy on Nature- Supports the integration of natural @&*"f%g
based Solutions and engineering processes to = #f; Bl
O ey

enhance community resilience
while delivering societal,
environmental, and economic

Incentivize

. benefits
thelr use
Policy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Principles, Requires consideration of a
Requirements, and nature-based solution when
Guidelines for Federal assessing infrastructure
Investments in Water alternatives

Resources




Quantifying economic benefits

Nature for insurance,
insurance for nature

Challenge 2: iti
g Traditionally... IN? NATURANCE

= Cost-benefit analyses
underestimate NbS (Gront Aessmnant 191080486

I NCE nt AAVAS value by ignoring co- Delveraie 4.2 improved methodsfor e

assessment of risk reduction achieved by NBS
for insurance and for assessing co-benefits to

b en ef |t S society (M30) (VU)

WP4 — Evidence and methods

thelr use

u C ata St ro p h e m O d e lS HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-06 - Nature-based solutions, prevention

do not account for El El
o o
underestimating their
risk-reduction

potential

H
B
weded
2.

B s o 3 eloa e
B i X
P T R R
I T R R

Conclusions supported by insurers /particularly valuable
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Over time, natural ORI, . Somc natural

infrastructure may be less -~ .fni e - infrastructure has
expensive to maintain T T potential for
than conventional self-repair
hiadledotline = strengthening over time
v AN SRR, adapting as the
weather changes, and

easier modification and
repair.

* These factors can lower
| maintenance costs relative
18 to conventional solutions.

Getty Images




Challenge 3:

Remove
barriers
that remain

Permitting

(needs to go faster!)

Permitting NBS can takes years
(longer than conventional infrastructure)

Can consume up to one-third of a project's budget

(before work begins)

FUNDING NATURE, NOT PAPERWORK

A Synthesis of Permitting Issues, Reforms, and a Strategy for Moving Forward

S INNOVATION




Challenge 3:

Remove
barriers
that remain

Permitting

(needs to go faster!)

(. Staffing Issues
(. Expertise
(. App. Issues

(. Leadership
(. Accountability

( Risk Tolerance

)
)
)
)
)
)
(. Inefficiency )
)
)
)
)
)
)

(. Inconsistency

( Poor Processes

(@ Biack Hole'
(. Burdensome Req.

FUNDING NATURE, NOT PAPERWORK

Resource shortages (staffing, workloads,
expertise, turnover) cause delays, while
applicant deficiencies lead to poor
incoming applications.

Organizational culture can lack leadership
prioritization, wurgency of deadlines,
accountability, or overemphasize risk
avoidance.

Permitting systems may be inefficient,
outdated, and ripe with inconsistency
when there is a shortage of guidance,
standardization / rubrics of review or
tools and technology.

Multi-agency reviews exacerbate process
issues, such as a lack of coordination,
duplication, and no transparency for the
applicant.

Restoration projects use the same
permits as development, causing a
mismatch in requirements and burden of
proof for these beneficial efforts.

Leadership directives like executive
orders catalyze cultural change by
introducing permit timeliness goals and
performance metrics. Leaders can also
advocate for sufficient staffing and
workload allocation (‘regulators without
borders’), subject matter and project
management training. Guidance memos
improve risk tolerance by emphasizing
outcomes over processes.

Standardization  through  templates,
checklists, and review rubrics create
consistent requirements while applicant
training reduces incomplete applications.

Tech adoption boosts staff efficiency,
provides transparency, automates
processes, improves project management
and agency coordination.

Categorical exclusions and fast-track
pathways like general permits and
programmatic reviews reduce permit
burdens for restoration projects.

(Leadership )
(Accountability @)
(Stafﬁng .)
G ®
(Guidance ()]
(RiskTolerance (@)
(Templates Q
(Review Rubric @)
(Trainlng .)
(e-Permitting )
|
(Coordination ®
(camex L)
(General Permit (@)
(Pragrammath:s Q

INNOVATION

A Synthesis of Permitting Issues, Reforms, and a Strategy for Moving Forward

Streamline the process to allow approval within:
= 60-90 days for well-known techniques
= Under one year for complex projects




Challenge 3:

Remove
barriers that
remain

Nature In
Insurance models

5. “10AD
fl cLOSED

T

Nature's remedy: Improving
flood resilience through
community insurance and
nature-based mitigation

(@
TheNature @

M un | Ch R E Conservancy

NBS for flood risk can be
accounted for in insurance
modeling

Reduced average annual losses
by 20%-30%

INSURANGE FOR NATURE

August 2025
Environmental

om Defense
< Fund

Insurance catastrophe models
do not incorporate nature's
benefits

NBS are public goods requiring
collective financing beyond just
Insurance premium reductions




There is a fundamental need rapidly deliver and protect infrastructure that is
financed, maintained, resilient, and effective over 50-80 years

Nature-based solutions should be an element, as they can reduce risk, lower
costs, and broaden benefits

Build confidence that they work

Leverage economic, policy, and
social incentives

Remove barriers
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Roadmap towards nature credits

NATURANCE Festival
3 February 2026

env-nature-credits@ec.europa.eu
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Biodiversity contribution in the EU budget has risen, 2021-27 in EUR m

Common agricultural
policy
64 657

European Maritime
Fisheries and

Total

EUR 112 690 Aquaculture Fund
1815
Recovery and " A million
v \ B
Resilience Facility % 23 LIFE programme
11 435 v @ 2729
{5
European Regional and ’“r;t T}"‘”“'“O”
Development Fund and ‘ (8";'8("”
Cohesion Fund
16 018
Neighbourhood, Development
European space Other and Intemational (oopomtlon
Instrument - Global Europe
programme 408
645 Pre-accession 6 500
Horizon Europe Actistanics
7093 560 '

Source: EU Draft Budget 2026, Statement of Estimates and EU Commission biodiversity mainstreaming page

Public finance is essential but remains insufficient

... but remains insufficient

There is still an annual
investment gap of EUR ~37
bn at EU level for nature and
biodiversity (EIR 2025)

The annual global gap rises to
USD 700 bn

The gap is particularly visible for
coastal and marine
ecosystems

Private capital must be
mobilised at scale, in a context
of limited fiscal space

.
T

-
1-* '*-4
* *
»* ¥
* oy %
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/2025-environmental-implementation-review_en

Potential measures to bridge the gap

Redirecting Market-based

Partnership with

Environmentally financial institutions

Harmful subsidies instruments

* PES  Blending finance * Biodiversity bonds
* Fiscal incentives . _Guarantee  Nature credits
» Philanthropy Instruments

* Co-investment

Enabling regulatory framework

||!!|!|!!\\k\
T



Roadmap actions for 2025-2027

up an expert group to gather expertise and share best practices.

‘ 2025-2026: Conduct EU-wide assessment of nature credit supply and demand.

‘ 2025-2026: Involve expert group to advise on fostering nature credit markets.

\
‘ 2025-2026: Engage internationally, including preparations for CBD COP 17.

’ 2025-2027: Launch a pilot funding program, linked to innovation and competitiveness.

‘ 2026: Adopt first CRCF carbon farming methods with biodiversity co-benefits.

-2026: Consult expert group on criteria and methodologies for nature credits.

||!!|!|!¥\\k\
e



How to engage in EU works on nature credits

Participate in consultations on
national restoration plans (NRPSs)

* Member States must consult
stakeholders under the Nature

Restoration Requlation
« Opportunities to propose nature-positive
business models and financing options

Access technical assistance and

advisory support

» Apply for tailored support under Green
Assist

» Use EIB Advisory Hub to develop
bankable biodiversity projects

Follow the Expert Group on

Nature Credits

» Contribute to shaping methodologies,
certification and governance

» Ensure stakeholders’ perspective are
reflected

* Open call for membership

Apply for EU funding under
current MFF (2021-2027)

» Explore open calls under LIFE, Horizon

Europe, and Interreg
* Submit innovation-driven proposals
under the EIC Accelerator

Engage via the EU Business and
Biodiversity Platform

» Participate in working groups on
biodiversity finance and credits

« Access case studies, peer learning, and
policy updates

e Link nature credits to TNFD, CSRD, and
supply chain resilience

Plan ahead for the next EU MFF
(2028-2034)

* New instruments under the proposed
European Competitiveness Fund and in
national envelops

» Opportunities depend on negotiations
with EU co-legislators

-

.

g
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/nature-restoration-regulation_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/nature-restoration-regulation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupId=4006&fromNews=true
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupId=4006&fromNews=true
https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/green-business/business-and-biodiversity_en
https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/green-business/business-and-biodiversity_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/green-assist-green-advisory-service-sustainable-investments-support_en
https://advisory.eib.org/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life-calls-proposals-2025_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life-calls-proposals-2025_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon
https://www.interregeurope.eu/call-for-projects
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en

Thank you

(OOl

© European Union 2026
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The CAP today and tomorrow supporting environmental
objectives

EC, DG AGRI, Unit B2
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Current implementation

Share UAA covered by eco-schemes and AECC, 2024 (CY
2023)

Share total public expenditure under CSP, EU average, 2024 T —
FR
BE-WWA
NL
Fi

B L mmom e
0 = g Mmoo

m
[

CIS - Coupled income support;
Eco-schemes; 19% 10%

T
o Em

=

BEFL

ANC - Areas with Sectoral

natural/specific constraints; | support;
6% 2%

Cotton

CRISS - Complementary | (|S.YF - ,0,5%
ENVCLIM - redistributiveincome | C|s young
Environmental/climate/an | support for sustainability; | farmers ; | managem | OTHER, | INSTAL,
BISS - Basic income support for sustainability; 41% imal welfare/other; 9% 9% 2%
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=W e

g |
E—CC:F.
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0%  100%
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@ Eco-schemes W Agri-environment-chmate commitments



Environmental and climate action - results

Diverse, but overall good progress in Share of EU’s UAA covered by environmental/climate actions (R.13 - share of
: : livestock units)
meeting the annual milestones for most of

environmental and climate Rl 60%

Significant progress on protecting and
improving soils and enhance carbon
sequestration - 50% and 35% of EU’'s UAA

0%

40%
Sustainable nutrient management actions

carried out on 14% UAA, though some
shortfalls in several MS

0%

Commitments for biodiversity conservation 2=
and restoration on agricultural land - nearly

23% of EU’s UAA 10%
Organic farming’ support to nearly 6% of
tOta | E U , UAA ag rl CU |tU ra I area (9 . 5 m |I I | On h a) e Adaptation Redudng GHG ~ Carbon Improving and  Improving air Profecting Sustainable  Sustaimable  Swstainable Organic Preserving Impeoving Prezering
climate from livestock  =ftorage (R.14) protecting  quality (R.20)  water quality nutrient waler use use of agriculture  habitats and  Matura 2000  landscape
change (R.12) (R;13) soils (R.19) (R.21) management (RLZ3) pesticides (F.29) species (R.31) management features (R.34)
Green investments - 26 000 holdings e e e

Wm0 area covered/UAS m Flanned area coverage

European
Commission




CAP green architecture

EU
Agri-environmental and climate = priority
actions (AECA) areas

Eco-schemes in Climate/Env.
"HIETd! Measures in Pillar Il

(25% of DP) (35% of EAFRD)

N2000/WFD payments

Voluntary for
farmers

Investments

Voluntary for
farmers

(AECM, Forestry measures,
investment measures... )

Enhanced conditionality Protective practices

B S (] (] [ ]
> v < (sensitive areas, soils and water) Farm
o T (on Climate/Env, practices built upon EU minimum 5 o .
§ § conditions set out in GAECs (climate change, water, soil, ® £ Stewa rd 5h|p
c 8 biodiversity and landscape) and SMR requirements from 'g ,E
g Nitrates, Water Framework and Natura 2000 Directives ‘2" StatUtO ry M a n age m e nt

and Plant Protection Product/Pesticides legislation) Re q u i reme ntS (SM R)

European ‘
Commission



Environmental and climate priority areas

Biodiversity
preservation,
pesticide use

reduction

Climate change Mitigation GHG
adaptation and emissions, carbon Soil health
water resilience storage

Water quality,
Animal health and nutrient
welfare management,
focus on hotspots

Organic farming

European
Commission




More information

CAP Strategic Plans

https.//agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans_en#at-a-glance

CAP 2023-2027 data portal
European Commission | Agri-food data portal | CAP 2023 - 27

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of
elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
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European Competitiveness Fund
proposal

In a nutshell

DG GROW, C1

Albena TANEVA
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Why ECF?

The current offer of EU funds does not provide large-scale, seamless
funding support on the entire investment journey to address market

failures...
...with insufficient flexibility to respond to unforeseen needs...

.. it is also insufficiently linked with other sources of public (national,
regional, local) and private funding, which themselves are very
fragmented...

.. there is a financing and investment gap in the latter stages of innovation,
development and scaling up of companies, in strategic sectors essential
for supporting the competitiveness of the EU economy, including the
“valley of death” scaling-up problem..

Impact assessment on the ECF

||||||m[%
Ehﬁ

e



Clean transition and industrial
decarbonisation

Health and biotech, agriculture and
bioeconomy

EUR 41.2 bn

Innovation Fund

EUR 51.5 bn

Digital leadership

EUR 451 bn
EUR 175 bn TOtal

Horizon Europe

or 21% of total”
budget EUR 125.2 bn

Resilience and security, defence
industry and space

EUR 11 bn

ECF InvestEU
Instrument / initial
allocation




Key features

-

SCALE

Pulling together
investment power
of € 451 billion at

EU level for our

industrial leadership
in strategic sectors.

IMPACT

To deliver one
powerful financial
toolbox to leverage
and mobilise private
investment.

o
o000
o

SEAMLESS
INVESTMENT
JOURNEY

To fund entire
investment journey
from research to
scale up, and global
manufacturing.

X,

SINGLE
RULEBOOK

To simplify rules and
make funds get
faster to applicants.

POLICY
COHERENCE

To ensure coherence
between industrial
and research
policies.

AGILITY

To react quickly to
new priorities.




72\

Investment journey

ECF architecture

e

/COMPETITIVENESS FUND

Infrastructure /
deployment
Clean transition & Health and biotech,
industrial agriculture &
Manufacturing decarbonization bioeconomy
EUR 26.2 bn EUR 20.4 bn

Industrial
deployment

Scaling-up /
iInnovation

Digital leadership

EUR 51.5 bn

ECF InvestEU Instrument

Project advisory, SME collaboration and skills

Resilience and
security, defence
industry & space

EUR 125.2 bn

EUR 11 bn

~N

Research

\ /
H &
e
s
I 1 |
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Investment
Opportunities for Nature-
Based Transformations

Tsvetelina Kuzmanova

NATU RAN C E EU Sustainable Finance Lead

CISL

Brussels, 3 February




Nature finance needs integrity first, then scale

Business Principles for High-Integrity

B UNIVERSITY OF | Institute for B 3 E'_— -
A Nature-Based GHG Removals

¥ CAMBRIDGE | s 4

1 Additionality to mitigation first Ensure inclusion of local communities

Biodiversity-positive outcomes Accountability and clear
Corporate liability chain
Leaders Group

Europe

Alignment with science Ensure alignment with existing
legislation

Roots revival: Why
nature-based carbon
removals are a key
opportunity for Europe

Lasting and resilient Disclose long-term value and risk
mitigation potential

Monitoring and disclosure of effective Investments should be

GHG impact financially viable

Business Briefing
2026

Businesses are ready to engage, but only if solutions are credible,
science-based and consistent

Finance will not scale without policy clarity and integrity safeguards H Q




EU tools exist but not yet sufficient

Private investments

EU Taxonomy — key legislative enabler to channel investments and linked to EU green bonds and SFDR
(for investors)

Conservation, including restoration, of habitats, ecosystems and species
Hotels, holiday, camping grounds and similar accommodation

Further development of the framework is needed — only limited usability and less attractive to private
Investors

More upcoming opportunities through resilience and risk management

cli h Polluti ti Protection and
|m§!e change ollution prevention restoration of
mitigation and control

biodiversity and

Sustainable use and Transition to a circular ecosystems
. protection of water and economy
M Climate change marine resources
adaptation




EU tools exist but not yet sufficient

Public funding

Ringfencing the EU Budget — 7.5% of the budget in 2024 and 10% in 2026/2027 to biodiversity.
Under the next MFF (2028-2034) — no dedicated biodiversity target
LIFE Programme (dedicated €5 billion for biodiversity) to be absorbed under the European
Competitiveness Fund
BUT
. Opportunity to scale blended finance through ECF InvestEU Instrument and guarantees
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Financial innovation work

In agri-food systems

Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ircland

Food Vision
2030

A World Leader in
Sustainable Food Systems

1
2050 vision:
reimagining
Ireland’s agri-food

7

Grow and
diversify the

tillage sector

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Deep
Demonstration

Circular
2 bio-economy
Innovation and ‘ models in regions
investment in new
value chains

Diversify income
through carbon
Emission 5 farming and
reduction Certified nature credits
in dairy farms climate-neutral

beef production

I

*Commemand’s 4 returns: inspirational, social, environmental, and econom ic

Cork & Tipperary
Ireland

Place
Finance
Lab

Cornwall & Devon
England

Catalytic investment,
lending and incentives

a 'al Svstem Borks, Insurars,

Investment Flows

Demand-side Financing
price premiums, insetting, off-takes, advance market , Local Autharities
commitments and investments in the supply-chain Government, and Reglonal Bodies

/ Place

H Processors, Producars
Impact Investments Food Value Chain -
Distributors, Retailers
equity or debt from sustainable finance and .
private impact investors offered at market rate I n a n c e
Rurﬂl Paaple, Places, Cultura

|

wgm ond Enterprise
Concessional Capital L b Communities
equity or debt from public and regional a . Food Production,
development funders offered at below market rate qum“-\g Lendscape Regeneration
and Cultural Value
N Powered by ’
Outcome Funding @Ghma‘te KIC Lﬂndscﬂ e s Ecosystern Services

and Mature-based

conditional grant payments in exchange of impact, Resil
esllence

including carban, biodiversity, and the 4 returns®

Landscape regeneration &
place-based resilience

Place
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Stacking instruments & capital

Lessons from Ireland

& EW s
. Your guide to Targeted Agriculture Modemisation
Env1roﬂex loans SIS (e, Schemes (TAMS 3): Water Quality supports

Sustainability-linked

Enviroflex loans now loans now available
available to over to over S ok L : TAMS 3 providas grants to farmers for new farm bulldings
@ % . L= 7, and equipment.

i 95 @E@ 16,000 Sustainability o
S of dairy farmers dairy farmers h « To Ircrease manure and slurry storage capacity,

nationwide : Loa“ Scheme » To help Farmers achieve national sail, wates and air qualty standards.

' - + To imprava arimal welara ard farm safaty.
% — A

11 55 = There are ten TAMS schemes covering over 400 grart alded Fems,
Q@\) Dairy co-op O O Of all new Agri-lending |nveSt ina

partnerships now in in 2024 was captured s

place across Ireland by Bank of Ireland sustal nable

. + %

SHviEonex N oL - IsIF] [EB] [KFW] [
MO=0Y Partnerships now K\D,o Sustainability-related FLIMBELES FUNDERS
77N \Q; also expanded into == |ending —

/ the tillage sector {b ? ? j
Corparédid Baincéireachta
@ Straitéiseach na hEireann
~
SeR TAMS Supports

i Up to investment ceiling of
4} {A €160,000 for partnerships

NEW ENTRANTS At 40% generally

- RE?X?.RérJKS INTO THE
D~ |
LENDING IN IRELAND SME LENDING
Bank Of PARTNERS MARKET

At 60% for Young Farmers, Womer

i 3 Ka A) f KA At 60% for Nutrient Storage Inve

SMES '-rl:::— 6 % D @ Al 70% for storage facllities for im 1 221289 farmers in the ECO'SCheme O&J CAP
o

Ireland

Network
Ireland

96,965 (79%) are allocating 10%
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Stimulating demand and off-take

Lessons from outside the EU

WHAT IS IT?

Biodiversity net gain is the term used to describe the process
of increasing the overall biodiversity value of a development
site. The ‘net gain’ in particular means that the development
site enhances the biodiversity value, rather than decreasing it.
Biodiversity net gain can be achieved both onsite and offsite
depending on a case by case basis.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Biodiversity net gain has come into law to help preserve and
protect key habitats going forward. By making BNG mandatory
by law, the government can take vital steps to ensure habitats

and environments are protected and nurtured for years to come.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR ME?

The Environment Act dictates that almost all new developments
must ensure they increase the biodiversity value of the site by
at least 10%, meaning that developers and landowners need to
seriously consider the biodiversity value of a site and how this

will be affected.

}
%ﬁi g

National BNG mark

et analy5|s over time

X £y

" BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN

Py

" +

Ly

A \ ,
\ NET GAIN! /

2025 2026 2027
Scenario BUs | BU BU surolus Cumulative | Cumulative BU surolus Cumulative | Cumulative BU surolus
u urplu urplu urplu
PPY demand P BU supply |BU demand P BU supply | BU demand P
BAU 26,571 1,835 24,737 36,218 ' 4,403 31,815 35,136 6,605 28,531
Well-f. BNG
ket 26,571 3,341 23,230 34,712 8,019 26,693 30,014 12,028 17,985
marke

Source: eftec analysis of Planning Portal data and data provided for this project from the Wildlife Trusts and others

the gap between the available supply of credits and the
currant demand from buyers, compounded by a lack of
upfront capital.

The Search for Buyers and Finance: The survey data
iz clear. When asked to name their single biggest
challenge, 17 projects cited finding buyers and
generafing demand, and another 12 cited challenges in
securing financing and upfront capital. As one
developer stated, the primary obstacle is the "Dual
Challenge of Securng Upfront Capital and ldentifying
Rellable Demand/Buyers."

The High Cost of Integrity: Practitioners note that the
high costs associated with robust monitoring and
management make it difficult to compete in a nascent
market. One developer captured this dilemma, stating:

"The main challenge currently faced by the project is
due fo the relatively high costs associafed with ensunng
feng-term consendation management and monitoring.”

Another respondent noted that the:

tong-term wiability of the project depends on firming up
the demand side. Without a reliable, venfied buyer
committed fo purchasing the nafure credits at a
compefitive price, the market uncertainty undenmings
the financial incentive for conservation. ™

The survey makes it clear that a substantial pipeline of
projects exists. The criical task ahead is to bridge the
commercialisation gap. This is a clear signal that the
market's focus must now include connecting this supply
with reliable, scaled demand.

Spotlight: The Demand Gap Funnel

lustrating the disconnect between a mature project
pipeline and secured market demand.

Projects in
Development

Full CoP

group
Pipeline
nearing
issuance 22 projects
by 2027

Market-based finance and committed
buyers are the primary bottleneck to
scaling supply.

International
Advisory Panel on
Biodiversity Credits
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Science in action:
Nature for insurance, insurance for nature



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqj_l70M-izDoFcDTjFGyNE8FCIwH_Nnn
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PRIVATE INITIATIVES FOR FINANCING NATURE

ls the world on track to close the NbS financing gap by 2030, 2040?
 What is driving your optimism or pessimism!?
* What exciting developments are on the horizon?

 What, if any, policy changes are needed?
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Just published: State of Finance for Nature 2026

UN & The State of Finance for Nature provides a global

environment

programme snapshot of:

* how public and private financial flows align — or

misalign — with nature outcomes;
Powering the trillion dollar nature L. .
transition economy « tracks the extent to which investments in

nature-based solutions support the three Rio
Conventions;

 identifies nature-negative financial flows that
require phasing out or repurposing.

A | g'a‘m;y State of Finance for Nature 2026




For every USS$1 invested in nature, USS$S30 is spent destroying it.

./ NbS investment needs

US$771 bn to increase by > 2.5 times to
USS$571 billion by 2030

USS571 bn

US$220 bn

2023 2030 2030

JSS5220 billion in NbS finance B NbS finance flow in 2023

90% (USS197 billion) is public finance
" Nature-negative finance (public)

B Nature-negative finance (private)

USS4.9 tn USS7.3 trillion in public and private
private nature-negative finance flows

30X greater than NbS finance

Source: UNEP (2026). State of Finance for Nature 2026. Nairobi



Annual investment needs in NbS to reach
Rio targets, 2030-2050 (billion USS)

- Additional NbS investment needs in 2030 (~USS 350
bn) are primarily required for restoration

(USS181 bn restoration; USS 107 bn sustainable land
management; USS 68 bn protection)

* Protection-focused NbS cover a large share of land
area at relatively lower cost

(~80% of additional NbS land area by 2030, absorbing ~20%
of additional NbS finance)

« Additional NbS investment needs rise to USS550bn
by 2050

(driven by the scale-up of agroforestry systems (+144%) and
restoration, incl. reforestation (+28%))

Source: UNEP (2026). State of Finance for Nature 2026. Nairobi

2013

2040

20435

050

Y
)
AN/ S

environment | finance
programme initiative

Sustainable Land Management
Crazing optimal imersity
Cower crops

[ Aprotorestry sivoaratie

) #eotoresiry sivcpasnre

Arenider Fmargrove lmpacr
-jﬂﬂ-;u-m:f'
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A Nature Transition X-Curve

Activities with Nature-
Ivities wi "
negative impacts positive
on nature outcomes
Vision efd Achieving Rio *
=1 Convention targets

Human and planetary
well-being based on
investing in nature and
economic activity that
builds resilience

Engagement Living in harmony with nature
and E[|I.Ii'|.'}' Land degradation neutrality

Limiting global warming
to1.5°C

Activities with

positive impacts
on nature
Nature-

negative
outcomes

Knowledge .

. Vision . Scaling up . Phasing out . Engagement and equity . Knowledge

Source: UNEP (2026). State of Finance for Nature 2026. Nairobi



Private Finance: Finance for Nature-Positive Working Model

Transformative levels toward the improvement of the state
of nature above the 2020 baseline

Definitions

Objectives

Adherence

Nature impact
mitigation finance Restore & to Llltﬂﬂnﬂlil;ﬂﬂl
regenerate
Mature finance
Nature Sustainable use a |
(mainstreaming) HSTAINERIE E8E Conservation & Solutions & :
finance . restoration enablers ]
Finance : .
for nature Sustainable use Conservation & Solutions &
positive restoration enablers
Goals Avoid losses Biodiversity gains ~ Transform value chains
b > -

Monitoring
of contributions to

Strategies

4
Manage Reduce drivers Generate Support system
phase out of loss biodiversity gains changes

positive outcomes

Source: UNEP Fl and FIBF 2024
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S Key takeaways

For every USD 1 invested in nature, USD 30 still finances nature destruction—
making the urgent scaling and redirection of finance toward NbS both a climate

and economic imperative.

Demand is vital: Sustained markets depend on clear demand and revenue
certainty.

Risks need to become more quantifiable, with nature-based products requiring
trust and long term commitment.

Stay curious, engage with different groups who are outside of our bubble
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Collective Insights, lasting impact:
Financing and insurance for Nb$S
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Seeds of change:
Citizens and (ities
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